
scientific country, and by men of the purest morals, and
greatest humanity. And the history of general society will
show, that this very useful business is managed with so much
prudence, that the peace of society is but seldom disturbed thereby.

The contemplation had in the formation of the late law evi-
dently was, that those who might find motives to wish to
evade the law, would be very artful in effecting lhat object.
But it should have been considered also lhat those motives
are not those of a felon, arising from a wish to injure society,
but grow out of motives of an entirely opposite character, and
such as are commendable in the highest degree, namely, a wish
to acquire the power of benefiting the living. It has been
admitted, however, that such persons should be liable in da-
mages for wantonly or even imprudently injuring the feelings
of any one. The dead they cannot injure. Our whole con-
duct, and all our regulations and laws on this delicate subject,
especially should be coolly, humanely, and prudently managed,
having reference to the benefit, the rights, the feelings, and the
associations of the living; for the dead, on their own account,
require no protection. The truth is, our fellow feelings, and
associations towards the living, continue to be exercised towards
them, when dead. This is of no importance in any way as

respects the dead, but is often a fruitful source of evil, as well
as good, to the living. And men of the most cultivated minds1
seem not to be sufficiently aware of this, when they make laws
on this subject. There is another truth which should not be
forgotten ; namely, those whose duly it may be to dissect the
hunian body, have a right to claim the protection of law, as
well as other citizens, provided they conduct their business
properly. Blackstone.

Connecticut.Connecticut.

Diagnostic between Irritation and Inflammation of the Mucous
Membranes of the Bronchi\l=oe\.Membranes of the Bronchia-..-—M. Nauche has remarked thai, in

the natural slate, or where there only exists an excess of irri-
tation, the matters secreted by the different mucous membranes
have always a well-marked acidity : while, on the other hand,
if these membranes be inflamed, alterations of their vital pro-
perties supervene ; the nature of the secretion is chan ;ed, and
becomes alkaline. These two states are e isily recog ised by
a morsel of paper tinged blue by turnsol. When the matter
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expectorated is acid, the paper is turned red ; while it assumes
a deeper blue, or is even changed from red to blue, if the mat-
ter be alkaline.

M. Nauche has examined the expectoration, with respect to
its acid and alkaline character, in the diseases of the respira-
tory organs. He believes, from this inquiry, that ihey may
be divided into matter produced by irritation,—and increased
secretion of the mucous follicles which line the membrane of
the air-passages,—and into matter, or expectorai ion, which re-
sults from their inflammation. He has observed that the
white, mucous, frothy expectoration, which is frequently
brought up in large quantities by persons in a state of agony,
has always an acid character, when the air-passages have not
been the seat of previous disease. This character is likewise
found in the while, frothy expectoration which occurs during
the whole continuance of pleurisy, whether acute or chronic ;and at the commencement of pneumonia, when the matter ex-

pectorated is white, or even yellow. It is often lost in the
course of this disease, and re-appears towards its decline. The
acid expectoration is likewise found in emphysema of the lungsand scrophulous phthisis, when the tubercles arc but little de-
veloped,—in the state called crude. It is evident, in all these
cases, that the mucous membranes which furnish the expecto-
ration are only in a state of increased excitement, and that
they arc in no degree inflamed. JV1. Nauche has likewise found
acid expectoration in ceriain advanced cases of phthisis. He
believes that this depended upon these matters being (he pro-duct of an increased secretion of the mucous membrane liningthe excavations formed by the tubercles.

The expectoratcil matters, on the contrary, arc always al-
kaline in inflammation of the mucous membrane of the bron-
chise, and in all the cases designated by the names of acute
arid chronic colds, or mucous phthisis (phthisis muqueuses.) Al-
though this expectoration is not regarded as purulent, it is ne-
vertheless a kind of pus peculiar to inflammation of these
membranes, and analogous to the purulent serosity which is
furnished by serous membranes when in a state of inflamma-
tion.

The expectoration likewise becomes alkaline in peripneti-
mony, when the inflammation of the pulmonary tissue commu-
nicates itself to that of the mucous membrane of the bronchia) ;
and this secretion is the product of the inflammation of these
two tissues.

The expectoration is likewise alkaline in phthisis pulmonalis,in the second or third stage, when the tubercles become broken
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down* It is usual, in such cases, to find the internal membrane
of the lungs deeply altered.

It frequently happens, particularly among phthisical pa-
tients, that both these kinds of expectoration are to be found
in the same vessel. That which results from an augmented
excitement comes up most easily,—is white, frothy, ami acid ;
the. other is brought up with difficulty, is yellow, thick, and al-
kaline. In this disease, when the patient has on!)' the former
kind of expectoration, his life is often in the greatest danger.

Loud. Med. A> Phys. Journal.

Hydrophobia.
—

Dr Capullo, of Rome, in a Memoir read be-
fore ihe Academy dei Linaei, affirms that the hydrophobic poi-
son, after its first Iransmission, loses the power of conveying
the disease. This remark, already pointed out by Bader, is
confirmed by repeated experiments made by Dr Cape lio, both
upon dogs and other animals. A lap-dog and cat were both
inoculated with the saliva of a dog, who died of inoculated hy-
drophobia: they both remained free from disease ; and three
years afterwards the lap-dog was again inuoculated, from a

dog who became rabid spontaneously : he then took the dis-
ease, and died.

An ox was bitten by a dog attacked with rabies; he became
hydrophobic, and bit many other animals : all remained free
from the affection. The dog that bit the ox also bit a child,
who died about four months after, with all the symptoms of
hydrophobia : with the saliva of this child a dog was inoculat-
ed, but the disease was not transmitted.

Dr Capello relates one more history in confirmation of this
fact, and which is very strong, inasmuch as the animal, which
was bit by another dog belonging to the same person, becom-
ing hydrophobic on the fifty-first day, broke the chain with
which he was fastened, and escaped into the. Street, where In.
bit many persons, (and the dogs of two persons who are named,)
and finally disappeared among the ruins of the villa of Quin-
telius Varus. Not one of the persons so bitten, nor even ol
the dogs, had the slightest symptom of hydrophobia.

Dr Capello gives us no satisfactory account of the origin of
the spontaneous hydrophobia, which he would endeavour lo

persuade bis readers is caused by the violence of the venereal
appetite in the canine species, when restrained from indul-
gence. He also informs us that he has not been able lo verifj
the observations of Dr Marociiktti, relative to the pustules
under the tongue ; and, on this point, he therefore agrees with
the physicians of Wirtcmbcrg. who, by the desire of the Co!-
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